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1. Exhibitions 
 
1.1 Mapping the Town 
Mapping the Town – Exhibition Opening 
 
The new exhibition at the Ancient House called Mapping the Town: The story 
of Thetford in maps, models and objects opened on Friday 4th May.  
 
Highlights of the exhibition include two Victorian Theodolites on loan from 
Ordnance Survey, used to take accurate measurements by their teams of 19th 
century surveyors. Other objects include a selection of finds from the Brandon 
Road excavations from the 1960s and the more recent 2002 work.  Also on 
display is the original hand drawn map of Thetford by Thomas Martin dating to 
the 1740s and a selection of printed maps from the last three centuries.   
 
The Museum’s Stitch in Time group has created four hand stitched personal 
maps of the town and area under the themes of Wildlife, pubs and inns, local 
treasures and a recreation of the Martin map.  These new maps were 
coordinated by Museum Learning Assistant Karen-Emma White.   
 
The exhibition was opened by Neil Ackroyd, Director of Data Collection from 
Ordnance Survey and Cllr Barry Stone, Norfolk County Council’s Cabinet 
member with responsibility for museums. 
 
As well as looking at the exhibition, visitors could enjoyed an edible map 
activity run by Teenage History Club and find out more about modern 
mapping techniques with surveyor Kevin Pollard from Ordnance Survey. 
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Visitors to Mapping the Town exhibition at Thetford’s Ancient House. 
 
 
1.2 World War Two exhibition 
The last weeks of the World War Two exhibition saw volunteer Justine Duffy 
make further oral history recording of memories of the area in the Second 
World War.  A transcript is now available to read  at the Wise Archive website.   
 
http://www.wisearchive.co.uk/projects/thetford/252/ 
 
 
1.3 Matthew Project Window Display 
April saw a display in the front window of a piece of art created by the 
Matthew Project and artist, Dan Morgan. The piece explores the layers of 
Thetford history below our feet. The group visited the museum as part of the 
project. The Matthew Project is a charity based in Norfolk and Suffolk working 
with adults, young people and communities affected by drugs and alcohol. 
 
Here are some visitor comments on the display posted on 'Sort It' page on 
Facebook:  
 
Really lovely, simple exhibition in the window of The Ancient House explaining 
what is under our feet, from now right back to the Stone Age. Done by The 
Matthew Project and really worth a look 
 

Oh I shall go have a look-Ancient House are brilliant for partnership working :)  
  
That’s an amazing thing to do. So positive for a project like that to be 
associated with. The Matthew Project do an amazing job and to be showing 
the community things like this raises its profile in such a wonderful way :)   
 
 
 
 



2 Work with Children and Young People 
 
2.1 Arts Award Programme at Ancient House 
Part of the Mapping exhibition opening was the showing of a short film made 
by Ancient House Teenage History Club exploring Thomas Martin’s first 
sketch map of Thetford. Eight local young people aged between 12 and 16 
where involved in creating the animated film as part of their Bronze Arts 
Award. After the film, Cllr. Barry Stone presented Teenage History Club with 
their Bronze Arts Award certificates.  
 

 
Young people gain Arts Award at Ancient House 
 
Ancient House delivered three successful pilot Bronze Arts Awards courses 
between September 2011 and March 2012. Arts Award is an accredited 
award scheme from Trinity College (funded by Arts Council England) which 
aims to get young people to be more active in the arts world. During the 
courses the rich collections and period settings of the museum were used as 
the stimulus for young people to create art work.  
 
Projects included the ‘Bronze in a Week’ course for young people who are 
educated at home; film making by members of the regular Friday Teenage 
History Club and young volunteers working with the Learning Officer and other 
volunteers to plan and run two Night at the Museum events.  
 
Feedback from participants has been extremely positive, the following 
comment just one example of how the Arts Award project has boosted 
confidence and skills levels:  
 
“At the start of the week, I never even thought I could make a puppet and now 
I’m showing other people how to do it!” 



 
The external Arts Award moderator was very positive about how Ancient 
House had delivered the Arts Award programme:  
 
“The projects were very interesting with some very good work produced. The 
young people spoke with enthusiasm about their participation in the Arts 
Award and the work produced. They are keen to go on to the Silver Award 
and have several projects to consider.” Melissa Hawker, Learning Officer is 
keen for Ancient House to continue delivering the award: ‘Overall, this pilot 
has demonstrated the flexibility of Arts Award framework to accredit a range of 
activities and disciplines. It can also be used effectively with a wide range of 
abilities – our first cohort span undergraduates, gifted and talented and SEN 
young people. We are enthusiastic about extending our Arts Award offer to 
include the new Discover and Explore award which are suitable for seven year 
olds and over. We are also keen to partner with schools in the future.” 
 
 
2.2 School Visits 2011-12 
The 2011-2012  financial year has been a very busy one for school visits at 
the Ancient House. We have welcomed over 2400 pupils for a variety of 
activities including Traditional Tales, Toys, Romans and Iceni, Vikings, Anglo-
Saxons, Castles, Tudors, 18th Century, Homes Long Ago, Sikhism, Victorians, 
WW1 and WW2, 1950s life and the London Overspill Project. 
 
Feedback from pupils has included:  
I liked it when I got to put my finger in the pot and I liked holding the object. 
I enjoyed doing the lucette [weaving] because it was quite nice to concentrate 
and rest. 
Yrs 2, 3 and 4 pupils after an Invaders and Settlers event 
 
Because so much was practical and visual those lower ability children were 
able to access the session, yet the thinking involved in protecting Thetford 
during the invasion stretched the more able children too. 
Yr 4/5 Teacher after a WW2 event 
 
2.3 Norfolk’s American Connections (formally American Trail) 
Work continues with contributions towards the County Council’s American 
Connections project.  The Museum’s Learning officer has been working with 
schools on the production of a touring exhibition which will be seen at 
libraries, museums and other venues in Norfolk in the second half of 2012.  
 
One of the participating schools has created a website about their chosen 
subject, Thetford-born Thomas Paine. 
 
http://missgshostnationwebsite.weebly.com/the-american-trail-project---

thomas-paine.html 

 
The project website can be found here: 
 
http://norfolksamericanconnections.com/ 



 
 
2.4  Museum Club 
Ancient House Museum Club is for younger children and takes place monthly 
on a Saturday.  A recent session explored life at sea linking to the Norfolk’s 
American Connections project.  The members worked with Karen-Emma 
White, Museum Learning Assistant to explore life on board an 18th Century 
ship on route to America. The children tried their hand at creating scrimshaw 
using soap, tea spoons and shoe polish. They also sampled some of the 
foods eaten at sea. Here is one of their reactions: 
 
I’d like to be a seafarer. Most of it was quite nice, the bits I liked was the 
salted beef, the lime, the hard tack and the pickled onion. I didn’t like the raw 
onion. 
 
3 Events and other news 
 
3.1 Visit from Satinder Sartaaj 
 
Satinder Sartaaj visits the Ancient House with members of the 
Maharajah Duleep Singh Centenary trust and Cllr. Robert Kybird. 
 

 
In April, Ancient House was pleased to welcome Satinder Sartaaj on a special 
visit with Anglo-Sikh Heritage Trail chairman, Harbinder Singh (above wearing 



a blue turban). Dr. Satinder Sartaaj (above in yellow) taught in the Music 
Department in Punjab University for 6 years. He has also written and recorded 
a number of best-selling albums of sufi music. 
 
3.2 Research into Princess Sophia Duleep Singh 
Also on the Duleep Singh connection, Ancient House staff have been 
assisting Anita Anand in her research into a new book about Sophia Duleep 
Singh, daughter of the Maharajah and a leading suffragette. 
 
 
3.3 Knitted Gloves and hat from Gressenhall wool 
In a textiles partnership between Ancient House and Gressenhall, fleece from 
a Gressenhall sheep has been prepared, spun and knitted into a hat and 
gloves by the members of the Ancient House Knit and Knatter group.  This 
group, led by Museum Learning Assistant Sue Ketchell, goes from strength to 
strength.  The members act as great ambassadors for the Museum and its 
work. 
 
4 Friends and Volunteers 
The Museum continues to benefit from the generous support of the team of 
volunteers who assist with formal and informal learning events, plus the 
collections volunteers busy with the scanning of the print collection.  The 
Friends of the Museum contribute financially to the educational work of the 
museum and also to the print project and as ever we are grateful for their 
support.   
 
The joint Friends / Museum afternoon talks programme has been a success 
with full houses coming to hear about Savage’s steam and fairground ride 
engineer, Norfolk’s past through metal detector finds and Experiences of 
Road Travel in the 18th century. 
 
5 Visitor Numbers   
 
5.1 Up to date visitor figures will be circulated at the meeting. 

 
6 Resource implications 
 
(a) Finance   None 
(b) Property   None 
(c) Staff    None 
(d) Information Technology None 
 
7 Recommendations: 
 
That the Area Museums Committee notes the report 
 
Originator of report: 
Oliver Bone 
Curator, Thetford and King’s Lynn Museums 
Ancient House Museum of Thetford Life 
Tel: 01842 752599 e-mail: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk 


